
Lesson Title Art Form Grade Level

A Special Place Printmaking - Monotype 6

Grade Level Theme Key Concept Link

Identity Place Language Arts

Challenge

Create a monotype print about a place that is special to you. 

Assessment Standards

PROCESS - Generate descriptions of special places and refine ideas to represent one in a 
relief print 

PRODUCT - Create an original mono print according to the production criteria that represents 
your connection to a special place 

UNDERSTANDING - Demonstrate an understanding of how to visually communicate a special 
place and to create an effective composition using pattern, texture, and light and dark areas

Supplies and Materials POS Objectives

Selected descriptive texts 
Graphic Organizers 
Selected visuals and printmaking charts 
Pencils and erasers 
8 x 10 paper 
Acrylic plate 
Printing ink 
Brayers and barens 
Printing paper 
Paper towels 
Brushes

• Synthesize sensory information, knowledge and 
skills to produce and respond to art 

• Define landscape, cityscape, seascape 
• Identify ways of creating the illusion of depth on a flat 

surface, such as, overlapping, size, detail, 
placement, color, and value 

• Draw, paint, or make a print of an abstract portrait, 
still life, or landscape 

• Create monoprints showing change in value and 
texture 

• Sign, title, and number an edition of prints 
• Experiment with inking and printing techniques 

Time Allotment  Alternate Approaches - Media

3-4 sessions Linocut, Drawing, Paper Media, Painting



 

Images and Resources

Bedroom at Arles                      Large Interior, Los Angeles                 Distant Rain      
Vincent Van Gogh                    David Hockney                                    Robert Newton 

(Provided by              Autumn Tree                                   Black & White Bicycle  
Original Version)        Amy Hawthorne                              Paul Webb 

Notes

Prints can be of a landscape, cityscape, seascape, or interior scene 

Informal Assessment: Practice print reflections - is it inked well? How can it improve? Teacher 
feedback, Exit ticket 

Formal Assessment: Self Evaluation/Rubric 

Lesson Accommodations: 
• Provide step-by-step visuals 
• Display the printing order of operations prominently 
• Provide additional tools, tape down paper to print if necessary 

Lesson Modifications: 
• Assistance in pressing 
• Template for correct placement of print 
• Allow for the final piece to share equal part monotype print, equal part alternative 

media 

Additional Challenges: 
• Add alternative media such as drawing and painting to enhance details



Lesson Session

A Special Place 1

Engage

• View a selection of artworks and ask students: 
• What is the first thing you notice about this place? 
• What do you believe is special about this place? 
• What does this special place tell you about the artist? 
• How did the artist show what makes the place special to them? 

• Choose one of the “A Special Place” essays to read to the students 
• Direct students to visualize that place in their minds 
• Ask students to identify the types of colors, textures or patterns, significant objects, 

and details they visualized 
• Direct students to brainstorm a list of places that are special to them. Ask students to identify: 

• What makes a place special to you? 
• What details will help to capture the uniqueness of your special place? 

• Direct students to select two favorite places and complete the “Favorite Places” graphic 
organizer

Develop

• View selected monotype print visuals. Ask students: 
• What do you believe is special about this place? 
• How do you think the artist made the image? 
• What kinds of textures and patterns do you see? 
• How do the lines and textures and light and dark areas impact the image and 

composition? 
• How does the artist create the illusion of depth in the print? 

• Direct students to select one special place from their planning sheet to represent and draw 
two sketches on the back of their planning sheet, or in their sketchbooks. 

• Direct students to review sketches with a partner and select the best sketch based on the 
illustration of a special place and composition. Partners should make at least one 
recommendation for improvement

Create

• Direct students to select the best sketch and to draw the composition on the correct size 
paper. (Paper should be the same size as the acrylic plates that will be provided) 

• Demonstrate how to transfer sketch to the acrylic plate and direct students to transfer their 
sketch 

• Direct students to consider compositional arrangements, textures, and patterns on their 
sketch in preparation for applying ink to the plate 

• Demonstrate how to create texture and patterns with different tools. Students may practice 
creating lines, texture, and patterns on practice sheets. 

Reflect

• Ask students to share (with a partner or with the class) what makes their selected place 
special to them 

• Ask students how they will show what is special about that place 



Lesson Session

A Special Place 2-3

Engage

• View selected Monotype Print visuals representing special places 
• Direct students to describe how texture, pattern, light and dark areas, and hatching or 

crosshatching contribute to the composition and help reveal what is special about the place 
depicted 

• Review the importance of showing texture and pattern variations in monotype prints to add 
interest

Develop

• Direct students to share sketch and monotype print with a partner 
• Partners should discuss and make recommendations about the types of lines and textures to 

use, where to apply ink or not apply ink, what parts to apply ink to first, and what areas would 
benefit from outlining 

• Refer students to the lines and textures chart 

Create

• Review order of process for creating a monotype print and what order to apply ink (foreground to 
background) 

• Demonstrate how to create a well-inked, evenly printed, and centered print that is signed 
correctly 

• Students create a monotype print that is centered correctly and consistent with ink application 
• If there is additional time, students may experiment with adding different types of media to bring 

out the details in their print

Reflect

• Students complete the “Cinquain Poem” graphic organizer











Name: ________________________________________ Class Code: _____________

6th Grade Monotype Printmaking
Halfway Self Assessment 

What do you like about your practice print?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

How did you use positive and negative space?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Did you ink your plate well?

Yes No

Is it signed?

Yes No

How did you show texture?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

What will you do differently on your final print?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________



Grade Six Task Review: A Special Place

Task: Create a monotype print about a place that is special to you. 
• Show clues that reveal a special place 
• Use hatching and crosshatching to create form 
• Use texture and pattern to add interest 
• Use abstraction to highlight features 
• Create a well-inked, centered, evenly printed, and correctly signed print 
• Exhibit good technical skill and craftsmanship 

Review the task and the criteria above and respond to the following statements: 

1. The special place I wanted to show in my print is clear and easy to see 
because 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

2. The clues that I included to show my special are 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

3. The techniques I used to create form and add interest include 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

4. The composition is balanced with 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

5. The features of the special place are highlighted through the use of 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

6. My prints show that I used good technical skills and craftsmanship because 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________


